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If you would please turn in your Bibles to 1 Peter chapter 3, 1 Peter chapter 3 and we will be picking up in verse 15.

Truth! We have been looking at truth for the past few weeks. 

“What is truth”, askes Pilot when Jesus stood accused before him.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We live in a time where most people have stopped asking what truth is, because they simply believe there is no absolute truth, no standard by with to measure right and wrong, good and best.

If you start from the standpoint that there is no God than it is logical to conclude there is no absolute truth. It there is not outside standard then your opinion of truth is as valid as mine.

But we as Christians start with God, the creator of the universe. God spoke and everything came into being. God is truth, the absolute standard by which everything else is measured.

And because this God who spoke everything into existence has also chosen to reveal His truth to us through His written Word, the Bible, we can know truth.

In fact, God sent His son, Jesus Christ into the world, so we may know truth. 

Jesus said of Himself, “I am the truth.” Truth is not just some concept that is out there distant and removed. Truth is personal and a person. We are called into as relationship with the truth.

Jesus said in John 8:32 “…you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
Jesus is the truth who set us free from the bondage to sin we once lived under. And in Him is the freedom from death and the grave.

Apart from Christ we are all dead in our sins. Sin is shaking our fist in the face of God crying out, I will be my own God.

I will be the one who says what is good or bad for me. I am going to run my own life, be my own judge, and do my own will.

Sin separates us from the relationship God designed us to be in with Him.

So here is the truth we must always come back too. Paul said it in 1 Corinthians 2:2 where he wrote “…I decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified.”

In Acts 4:12 Peter tells us that “…there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 

Do you believe this? Do you believe this? Is this truth? Or is this just a truth?
Can I get a witness?

Jesus said in John 14:6 “…I am the way, the truth, and the Life. No one can come to the Father except through Me.” 

Then is John 6:47-48 “I tell you the truth, anyone who believes has eternal life. Yes, I am the bread of life!”

Again Jesus said in John 10:9 “Yes, I am the gate. Those who come in through me will be saved. They will come and go freely and will find good pastures.”

And in John 11:25-26 Jesus, speaking to Martha after the death of her brother Lazarus, he told her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Anyone who believes in me will live, even after dying. Everyone who lives in me and believes in me will never ever die. Do you believe this, Martha?”
Let’s look now at 1 Peter, 1 Peter chapter 3.

The apostle Peter, who walked with Jesus, was in in Rome the last years of his life. This letter was written months before Nero, the Roman Emperor, began his full-fledged, all out persecution of Christians. 

Persecution had been increasing for some time now and many Christians had to leave their homes and families for frear of their lives.

Peter is writing to people who have suffered much already because of their faith in Christ.

And he is encouraging these Christians to lead holy and obedient lives, which is made possible because of the new birth that has occurred in their lives through the living word of God (1 Peter 1:17-24). 

In every chapter of 1 Peter, we find practical instruction as to how we should live and what attitude we should adopt. 

In the midst of all of this instruction, comes a very clear command – be prepared to give a defense, give an answer, a logical response, be ready to speak up tell anyone who asks why you live the way you do and have the hope you have.

1 Peter 3:15-18: 

15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 

Although some, like Captain Chad, have a special gift (and along with this a call) to evangelize, we all need to take every opportunity we have to pass on to those around us the truth of who Jesus Christ is and what He has done.

If we believe the gospel is true and that Christ is the only way to find salvation then how can we remain silent, how can we be too busy with work, family and activities?

Paul puts it this way in Romans 10:13-15 “For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 

You and I are called to go and make disciples. We are to proclaim the good news until the end of this age. This is our calling and purpose.

In Luke 12:48 Jesus says that “…to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand the more.”

We have been given eternal life, salvation, how much more could we be given than this?

In 1 John 4:19-21 we read this; “We love because he first loved us. 20 If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. 21 And this commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.”

We cannot say we love God, have received and are loved by God and not tells others His love.

So how do we tell the truth? How do we share our faith and hope?

Let’s pick up here in 1 Peter 3:15-18: 

15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 

yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 

17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit…” 

I would like to draw seven points from our text this morning.

Peter start out here by saying “in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy”.

1. Make Christ the priority He should be in your life.

Where does your faith, Christ, and the gospel fit into your life?
For some people is seems that Jesus is no more than some sort of extended warranty. 

2. Be ready: 15 but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared

Peter writes “always being prepared”. In season or out, we have to be ready, looking for those opportunities to share our faith. 

Not being fearful, making excuses, running the other direction, let the Spirit speak through you.
 
3. Know the truth.
“…in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone…”
When we gather together on Sunday it is to worship God…sanctify Christ…and to be equipped. 

You are here, not to become a better person but to become a better witness!

In 2 Timothy 2:15 we are to study to show ourselves approved, 15 Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.

Do you know the word of God well enough to lead someone else to salvations?

4. Have the right hope.

“…in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; 

Do you live in such a way that people around you even notice that you are a Christian?

Note: It says “anyone who asks”. People should be asking you about your faith. Your life should be different to them.

Do you have hope? Where is you hope? In the government? The economy? Your employer? Your self?

If you get upset and all bent out of shape when something in goes wrong at work, congress passes a law you don’t like, you are living just beyond you means that is a pretty good indicator where you hope really lies. 

5. Have the right attitude.

“yet do it with gentleness and respect…”

We don’t have to beat people over the head with the Bible. We don’t stand over them thanking God we are not like THOSE sinners.

No with gentleness, respect, love and compassion, we share what has been given to us.

6. Live your witness.
16 having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 

7. Persevere under persecution.
Back up to 1 Peter 3:13-14 “Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 

14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, nor be troubled, 

Now skip back down to verse 17:
17 For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit…” 

Tell the truth…the whole truth and nothing but the truth.

This morning we have four people who want to do just that.

Would the candidates for baptism please come forward and get ready.

[Explain how baptism is a public declaration of your faith in Jesus Christ and your commitment to following Him.]
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